
THIRD GRADE
Third grade is a critical year in reading development. Research shows 
that if a 3rd grader ends the year below grade level, it is very difficult 
to catch up. 3rd graders are expected to use their strong reading skills
to read longer texts with deeper meanings. They will think, talk, and
write about what they have read. 

LEVEL P

LEVEL P
FICTION READER

NON-FICTION READER

A Level P reader should be able to:
*Summarize story in own words
citing multiple key events
*Identify cause and effect with
evidence.
*Identify how a character's feelings
change in the story
*Understand figurative language
*Identify lessons or problems in
story *Connect story to self

A level P non-fiction reader can:
*Distinguish between fact and opinion
*Recall 4 or more facts
*Connect new information to what
s/he already knows
*State the main idea that the author
wanted the reader to learn
*Learn information from a text
feature and explain how it connects to
the main text.

You can help! Read to and with your child - and ask questions!:
 *What did you wonder about? *What did that story make you think about? 
 *Why did the character do that? How can you tell?
 *Did you relate to a character in the story? 
*(Non-fiction) Why do you think it is important to know about that?



WHAT CAN 
YOU DO ?

Incontrovertible research tells us
that children who are read to/read
at home are profoundly more 
successful than their peers who do 
not have that reading time. 
Reading benefits include:
 Mental Stimulation 
Stress Reduction 
Vocabulary Expansion
 Memory 

Stronger Analytical Thinking Skills. 
Improved Focus and Concentration 

Better Writing Skills
 

Please read with your child!

3RD GRADE 
SKILLS

3rd grade readers study skills to help
them read fluently.
*variant vowel patterns
 -oo, ow, aw, oy, ie, 
-ar, er, ir, or, ur
*Homophones
*Regular, irregular, linking verbs
*Regular, irregular, plural and
possessive nouns
*Root words, pre & suffixes
 
*figurative language: similes, synonyms,
antonyms
*subjects and predicates

3rd grade Wonders high frequency words


